BYLAWS OF

THE ARKANSAS MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (MOAA)

COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS (COC)
ARTICLE ONE (1) - NAME

The name of this organization shall be the ARKANSAS MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (MOAA) COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS (COC) hereinafter referred to as the Council or Council of Chapters (COC).
ARTICLE TWO (2) – PURPOSE AND GOALS
SECTION 1: The purpose of the council shall be:

  -To promote the purpose and goals of MOAA. 

  -To support and pursue the interests of Arkansas’ MOAA Chapters and their members. 

  -To develop new MOAA Chapters and revitalize ailing Chapters within the state of Arkansas.

  -To foster relations and communication among Arkansas MOAA Chapters and their members.
SECTION 2: The goals of the council shall be:
  -Maintain the status of the State of Arkansas United States Flag Etiquette Program as the roles are delineated in the State’s Memorandum of Understanding.

  -Participate and lend leadership development guidance to the Senior ROTC and Junior ROTC programs of the State of Arkansas in cooperation with the local school policies.

  -Engage with the government of the State of Arkansas and our federal elected representatives to advocate for the current and former military community of the state; and foster Chapter engagement with their local Veterans Coalition and the Arkansas Veterans Coalition.

  -Visit each Chapter in Arkansas and provide an update on Council/MOAA initiatives.

  -Provide training for Council/Chapter officers. As part of this training, encourage each Chapter to apply for MOAA National awards to tell each Chapter’s unique story.

  -Assist Arkansas MOAA Chapters with recruiting and retention of members.
ARTICLE THREE (3) - STATUS
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SECTION 1: This Council shall be a non-profit 501(c)(19) organization operated for the exclusive purpose specified in Article 2 above.
SECTION 2: The Council shall consist of the Elected Officers and immediate Past President, specified in the Bylaws, and two representatives from each Arkansas MOAA Chapter, all in good standing with their respective Chapters and with MOAA.
SECTION 3: The officers, directors, and appointed officials shall not receive any stated compensation for their services, but the Council may authorize reimbursement of expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.
SECTION 4: Nothing herein shall constitute members of the Council as partners for any purpose. No member of this Council shall be liable for the acts or failure to act on the part of any other member. Nor shall any member be liable for acts or failures to act.
SECTION 5: The Council shall use its funds only to accomplish the purpose specified in Article 2 above, and no part of said funds shall be distributed to the council members.
SECTION 6: The Council shall have the right and power to alter, amend, change, or repeal the constitution and/or bylaws at any scheduled meeting of the Council, any called meeting (with two weeks prior notice of intended action) and adopted by a two-thirds vote of the quorum called for that purpose.[image: image67.jpg]



ARTICLE FOUR (4) – MEMBERSHIP
SECTION 1: The membership of the Council shall be composed of the Elected Officers, specified in the Bylaws and two representatives from each Arkansas MOAA Chapter, [image: image2.jpg]


who must be members of the Chapter they represent.
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SECTION 2: Each Chapter will provide the Council President the list of Council Representatives and their alternates by 1 February each year. Each representative may have two alternates from their chapter, one of whom will be the principle alternate, having voting privileges only in the [image: image3.jpg]


absence of the representative.
ARTICLE FIVE (5) - ELECTED COUNCIL OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES[image: image4.jpg]



SECTION 1: The officers of the Council shall be elected biennially, in even numbered years, by a majority vote of the Council. The Council officers will consist of the President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. Any MOAA member in good standing with their respective Chapter and MOAA is eligible to be nominated from the floor of the Council for office. Council officers shall serve for two years or until their successors have been elected and installed. The term of office shall commence on 1 January.
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SECTION 2: The president shall be the principle elected officer of the Council, shall preside over meetings of the Council and be an ex officio member on all committees with the right to vote on all committees. The President is charged with communicating with the Council and Chapters on any and all items, proposals or information that would help achieve the purpose of the Council and shall perform such duties as are necessarily incident to the office and purpose of the Council as defined in these by laws. The 1st Vice President and 2nd Vice President shall perform the duties assigned by the President. The 1st Vice President shall assume the duties of the President in the event of temporary/permanent disability or absence of the President.
SECTION 3: The Secretary shall provide written notification of all meetings, keep record of all proceedings, maintain membership records, correspondence and important documents of the Council and perform other duties as are commensurate with the office or as may be assigned by the President.
SECTION 4: The Treasurer shall maintain a record of all sums received and expended for the use of the Council and shall make disbursements as authorized by the council. The Treasurer shall collect voluntary Chapter contributions and all sums due the Council. All sums received shall be [image: image5.jpg]


deposited in a financial institution approved by the council. Funds may be withdrawn only upon the signature of the Treasurer or in the absence of the Treasurer, the [image: image6.jpg]


President. Funds, books, vouchers or any other financial expenditures shall be at all times subject to inspection and verification by the President and/or council at least once a year. The President may assign other duties commensurate with the office.
ARTICLE SIX (6) - VACANCIES

In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the 1st Vice President shall succeed to the office of President. Vacated Vice President positions will fill in succession IAW these by laws. Vacancies in the Secretary and Treasurer offices may be filled by a majority vote of the council.
ARTICLE SEVEN (7) - COMMITTEES[image: image7.jpg]



SECTION 1: The President may appoint the chairman of any standing or ad hoc committee(s). The appointed Chairman of each respective committee will recommend the committee’s membership composition to the Council President for approval. [image: image8.jpg]


The duration of ad hoc committees shall be determined by the council President and standing committees will have a duration of two years. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.
SECTION 2: A more detailed listing of the Council’s standing committees, their functions as well as any suggested ad hoc committees is contained in the Council’s Strategic Plan.
ARTICLE EIGHT (8) – AFFILIATED/VIRTUAL CHAPTERS[image: image9.jpg]
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No chapter shall be affiliated with this Council except upon the affirmative vote of the council and must be in good standing with MOAA. Any chapter may be [image: image10.jpg]


denied further affiliation with the Council by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the council, exclusive of the members representing the chapter.
ARTICLE NINE (9) – MEETINGS
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SECTION 1: The regular meeting of the Council shall be held each quarter with the [image: image11.jpg]


dates and places determined by the Council President.[image: image12.jpg]



SECTION 2: Special meetings may be called by the President or by a majority of the council as often as necessary to accomplish the purpose of the Council.[image: image13.jpg]



SECTION 3: The election of officers shall be held biennially, each even [image: image14.jpg]


numbered year.
ARTICLE TEN (10) - COUNCIL ACTION (QUORUM)[image: image15.jpg]



SECTION 1: Twenty-five percent or more of the Council present shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any and all business.
SECTION 2: The qualifications for a member of the Council shall be understood to mean a good standing member of a participating, good standing chapter elected as a representative or a designated alternate.
SECTION 3: All questions that shall come before the Council, except as otherwise herein provided shall be decided by a majority vote of a quorum.

SECTION 4: Members may not vote by proxy; however the Chapter’s designated alternate representative to the Council is eligible to vote in the designated representative’s absence.
ARTICLE ELEVEN (11) - INDEMNIFICATION
No member of the Council shall be indemnified in any manner from the funds of the Council but this provision shall not preclude any chapter from indemnifying its representatives and/or alternates.
ARTICLE TWELVE (12) - EXPENSES AND REVENUE

SECTION 1: Funds of the Council shall be expended solely to promote the purposes for which the Council is formed; no member shall incur any expenses not approved by the Council except routine administrative costs. An invoice must be submitted within 90 days to the Council Treasurer in order to be reimbursed.
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SECTION 2: Revenues are derived from voluntary contributions from member chapters at the rate of $1.00 per chapter member payable by 1 March annually.
ARTICLE THIRTEEN (13) – ACCOUNTS
Accounts of the Council shall be audited annually and upon change of the Treasurer.
ARTICLE FOURTEEN (14) - AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS
The Council shall have the right and power to alter, amend, change or repeal all bylaws at any scheduled meeting of the Council, any called meetings with two weeks notice of intended action, by two thirds vote of the quorum present.
ARTICLE FIFTEEN (15) - BUSINESS CONDUCT
SECTION 1: Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall be the guide in the conduction of Council business. Exceptions to this guide are at the discretion of the President.
SECTION 2: The American Flag shall be displayed and honored and the Pledge of Allegiance rendered at all meetings.
SECTION 3: Christian invocation and benediction prayers will be performed at the beginning and end of each meeting.

ARTICLE SIXTEEN (16) 
- RESIGNATION

Any member of the Council may resign from the Council by giving written notice to the President of the Council. The resignation date shall take effect on the date specified in the written notice or immediately if no date is specified.
ARTICLE SEVENTEEN (17) - DISSOLUTION

SECTION 1: The Council may be dissolved by a two-thirds vote of the Council members after 30 days prior notice to each participating Chapter and Council member.[image: image16.jpg]



SECTION 2: In the event the Council is dissolved, after discharge of all of its liabilities, the remaining assets shall be divided equally among the Arkansas MOAA Chapters.
ARTICLE EIGHTEEN (18) – STRATEGIC PLAN
The Council’s Strategic Plan is published under separate cover from these by laws and is amended by the Council’s Strategic Planning committee as appropriate.
ENDORSEMENT
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This is to certify that the original Constitution and Bylaws were adopted at the regular meeting of the Arkansas Council of Chapters. Date: OCTOBER 23, 2002
Signed:
William S. Gordon





James R. Acree

COL, USAF (Ret)                                                          LCDR, USN (Ret)

President                                                                       3rd Vice President
CERTIFICATION:
This is to certify that these by laws were amended by the Arkansas MOAA Council of Chapters membership at its regular meeting on 26 October 2019 in Conway, Arkansas.
Signatures:
R. Winston Fulmer

      


John B. Posey
Lieutenant Colonel (Ret), USA    

        
Lieutenant Colonel (Ret), USA
Council President
                 


Council Secretary [image: image17.jpg]



1

