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“Never Stop Serving”

Arkansas Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

Council of Chapters (COC)

P.O. Box 180755

Fort Smith, Arkansas 72918
Minutes of the Arkansas MOAA Council of Chapters (COC) Meeting, Mike’s Place, 808 Front St, Conway, AR, 23 April 2022
  The quarterly Arkansas MOAA Council of Chapters (COC) meeting was held on 23 Apr 22, 11:00 AM at Mike’s Place in Conway, AR. The following is a synopsis of the meeting.
  CALL TO ORDER: CofC Pres Don Berry. Don Berry called the meeting to order at 11:13 AM, welcomed all and went around the table for introductions.
  INVOCATION: CofC Chaplain Sam Sansom. COC Chaplain Sam Sansom gave the invocation.
  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCDE: Council 1VP Roger Rickard led the Pledge of Allegiance.
  QUORUM. 7 of the 9 MOAA chapters in Arkansas were represented. John Posey (CofC Sec - Darby Chapter) declared that a quorum was present with 16 in attendance. Attendees were: 
Don Berry (CofC Pres/CA)       Roger Rickard (CofC 1VP/DAR)     Richard Hartness (NEA)
John Posey (CofC Sec/DAR)   Sam Sansom (CofC Treas/NWA)   John Weidert (HSV)

Harv Shelton (HSV)                  Bob Crawford (NWA)                      James House (SEA)
Frank Dell (NOA)

   JoAnn Dell (NOA)                            Keith Blackburn (NEA)

Bob Taylor (RV)                        Mike Benefield (RV)                         Michael Long (Sen. Boozman)

Guest Speaker Erin Stone (Sr Dir, MOAA Councils & Chapters)
  PRESIDENT’S REMARKS: Don Berry. Don Berry thanked Erin Stone for visiting us and said we normally start with chapter updates but for this meeting turned the floor over to her.
  GUEST SPEAKER: Erin Stone. The following is a synopsis of Erin Stone’s comments. Please be patient as MOAA is facing IT challenges with vendor/system changes. As a result the Committee Module (CM) won’t get any better until March 2023. Please update your chapter info on the CM. MOAA is getting closer on a new vendor for MOAA ROTC/JROTC medals and the store has de-coupled certificates from medals so you can order them separately. Don Berry asked MOAA to look at having a box for the medals? Grants are available from MOAA ($300) for community/chapter outreach related events. MOAA has loosened the restrictions for chapter rescue events. Chapters can apply for $300 and council $800 with MOAA supplying an additional $300. Apply to Erin at erins@moaa.org. MOAA’s new 5-year strategic plan is on www.moaa.org, goes from 6 pillars to 3. MOAA is focusing on chapter effectiveness, allowing councils and chapters input at Nat’l thru the Levels of Excellence (LOE) criteria. John Posey asked for the CM to be more user-friendly, for example it needs to auto-populate the country field instead of having to scroll all the way down to ‘United States’ near the bottom of the drop-down menu. Also allow for inputting the multiple offices a member holds within the chapter instead of having to enter them multiple times in the CM. Don Berry asked that the new CM provide leads for the chapters.
  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: CofC Sec John Posey. No minutes as I had COVID and wasn’t able to attend the pervious meeting.
  SECRETARY’S REPORT: John Posey. Please send your chapter leadership updates and any changes to those from your chapter on the council DISTRO list. Don Berry filed the council’s annual incorporation with the Sec of State’s Office & a copy is on file. The website had 5 page views this week with 4 unique visitors for an average of .333 pages viewed. Everyone is reminded of the website address: www.moaa-arkansas.org. Sam Sansom mentioned that if you are on MOAA Nat’l website their tracker will take you to our council webpage. For chapters to get permissions to edit chapter info at www.moaa.org Erin Stone said to contact John Woodall in IT.
  CODEL UPDATE: Michael Long, Sen. Boozman’s Military & Veteran LNO. The Sen. is working on getting the COLA passed (currently 2.7%) as well as VA Gulf War ‘burn pit’ exposure legislation.
  TREASURER’S REPORT: Sam Sansom. At the end of Mar 8 of the 9 chapters (Bella Vista only one yet to pay) had paid their $1 per member dues to the council so thank you. As of 31 Mar 22 our current bank balance is $3,799.24 including a deposit from MOAA for $1350 as a travel stipend so we need to draft an SOP/procedures for using these funds? Don Berry tabled this issue until the next meeting so we can study it.

MOTION by Frank Dell to accept the Treasurer’s Report, 2nd by Bob Crawford, CARRIED.
  CHAPTER UPDATES:
    NO Ark (NOA), Frank Dell. The Chapter covered the Mt Home JROTC awards. We are down to 5 members, only 4 attended the last meeting. 
    SE Ark (SEA), James House. The chapter has yet to meet since the pandemic and thus has not had an officer election. We are down to 10 members and there are only 33 MOAA-eligible’s in Jefferson County.

    NW Ark (NWA), Bob Crawford. The chapter had a great dinner meeting last night with Erin Stone in attendance. We had 15 prospective new members in attendance! We have added 10 members so far this year and our goal is to have 100 chapter members by year’s end! UofA ROTC has 32 USA cadets and 4 in the USAF program. We have conducted flag education training for 65 schools seeing over 5000 kids!   

    Darby (DAR), Roger Rickard. JROTC/ROTC awards have been presented and we have a May social event planned since our regular Apr meeting was postponed. We continue to have our monthly committee chair planning meeting in the months between chapter meeting and that continues to be very productive. In June we will have our annual pistol firing at the Crawford County Sheriff’s Dept firing range in Van Buren. We have 4 members on our flag education team which remains a success.  

    NE Ark (NEA), Richard Hartness. Jonesboro HS is starting a JROTC program and cadre are members of our chapter. We had 35 in attendance for our last chapter meeting which was in-person. Our next Veterans Golf Classic benefit golf tournament will be 16Jun22 at Sage Meadows Golf Club in Jonesboro with an 11AM start. We are able to fund the following scholarships: 3 $1000 for JROTC seniors, 2 $1000 for ASU Veteran students, a $1000 for ASU ROTC students. Also we contributed $2000 to build Veteran cottages. We had 350 attend our military monument military ball!

    Hot Springs Village (HSV), John Weidert. We cover 8 JROTC schools and 1 ROTC. We are talking with schools that don’t have JROTC about holding seminars on military careers? No golf tournament this year – we are doing a gun raffle instead. The 8 JROTC’s will compete for our 2 $1000 JROTC scholarships. For recruiting we are inviting non-members to golf outings. 
    Bella Vista (BV), Andy Seal. Absent, no report.

    River Valley (RV), Bob Taylor. No report. 

    Central Ark (CA), Don Berry. No report.
  OLD BUSINESS: Don Berry. 
    ROTC/JROTC Support. Roger Rickard asked the chapters to provide their ROTC/JROTC medals/certificate needs for this year and next for the 48 or 49 programs we support. Roger Rickard asked for $ to order supplies but Don Berry tabled this issue until we see what the requirements from the chapters are.
    Chapter Catchment Areas. Don Berry outlined ‘AR99’ or a virtual state chapter to reach out to the vast number of un-chaptered MOAA members in the state. These ‘un-chaptered’ are both in geographically separated counties and small towns as well as within existing chapter catchment areas. Sam Sansom questioned why we are worrying about the un-chapter MOAA members when it appears that a vast number of these live near the geographic areas of existing chapters? Roger Rickard asked why we cannot simply turn over all un-chaptered members to the nearest existing chapter? John Posey asked who would ‘feed’ this ‘AR99’ virtual chapter? With potentially hundreds of members to communicate with would be a monumental task? Additionally providing a virtual chapter for those un-chaptered within the area of existing chapters could ‘cheapen’ chapter membership since they don’t have to join, attend meetings – have no ‘skin in the game’ – no gas costs attending in person? At this point Don Berry stated “I am not going to start off this discussion from a negative”. John Posey stated that this is a massive change to the council’s existing business practices which are geographic chapters with an affiliated council at the state level? Don Berry appeared frustrated and shut down further discussion saying “write it down John” (which I have done by trying to capture this contentious exchange in these minutes).  
    Unaffiliated/Lapsed Members. Don Berry discussed a means to connect with these unaffiliated members. Erin Stone stated that only 4 states were looking at ways to do this (IL, AZ, PA & AR).
  NEW BUSINESS: Don Berry.
    Advocacy in Action (AiA). Don Berry stated that about half way thru the congressional session we are looking at a 4.6% pay increase and reduction in Tricare co-pays. If you look on the right side of the AiA webpage – there are ‘take action’ buttons, please use them and share with other VSO’s.

    2023 Ark Legislative Session Priorities. Don Berry stated that about 20% of the effort is spent on passing legislation with the remaining 80% spent with state agencies on implementing/rule-making. Some issue to be worked are: Homebase Ark Digital Handbook, Amend School Choice, Expand Childcare for Service Families, Concurrent Jurisdiction (Federal vs State for minor crimes), Establish Suicide Prevention and 100% Disabled Veterans Sales Tax Exemption at the Point of Sale. He is accepting issues from the council thru 20 May 2022. John Posey asked if the legislative items outlined were in order of priority? Don Berry said no. John Posey asked for the chapters’ support to get the 100% Disabled Veteran Sales Tax Exemption passed – call on your state Reps & Senators now, before the 2023 general Assembly while they are in fiscal session as well as the Governor. Don Berry went over the Governor’s Challenge – a Veteran suicide prevention initiative.     
  Election of the Council’s 3rd Rep to the AVC. Don Berry stated that Bill Kehler (from the Central Ark chapter) may want to resign as one of the council’s 3 reps to the Ark Veteran Coalition (AVC). He stated that he is going to ask asked Anita Deason to fill this position for MOAA. John Posey stated that he would like to nominate Roger Rickard for this position if it comes open. Don Berry tabled this issue stating “I want to appoint Anita to this position” and stating that he would talk to Bill Kehler to see if he wants to resign. 

  MOTION by Richard Hartness to pay the $75 membership fee to the AVC for 3 reps from MOAA and appoint Anita Deason to fill the 3rd rep spot, 2nd by Bob Crawford, CARRIED.
  MOTION by Roger Rickard to reimburse Don $150 for expenses he has incurred in his duties, 2nd by John Weidert, CARRIED.
  ISSUES/INIITATIVES FROM THE FLOOR: John Posey covered the following items. He shared the Darby chapter’s legislative agenda and asked Erin Stone to take the following back to MOAA. Ask them to advocate for DoD to stop the Incorporation of ‘Wokeism” in the Military. There is no place for social justice/social engineering experiments in our nation’s defense; the only priority should be equipping and training the most lethal fighting force on the planet! Most of us fought our whole careers in the military against socialism/communism and now it’s being displayed in our nation’s capital so oppose this. National Guard troops federalized around the capitol violates the posse comitatus act and need to be removed. We must have standard election laws, procedures and timelines in all states for federal-level elections to ever be legitimate again. Fight against outrageous riders being attached to our Nat’l Defense Authorization Acts (NDAA) that provide benefit to the enemies of our republic.
  TABLED ITESM FROM THIS MEETING: 

    ROTC/JROTC medal/certificate requirement from the chapters.
    Virtual Chapters. 

    Travel Stipend SOP.

     Chapter Catchment Areas.
    Unassigned Counties (AR99).

    Unaffiliated/Lapsed Members.
  TABLED ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

    By Laws review. 

    Past President’s Committee.  

    Secretariat Committee. 

    Newsletter Committee. 
    Council Golf Tournament Fundraiser in Bella Vista.
    Strategic Plan. 
    Chapter Rescue Events.
NEXT MEETING: 23 July 2022 at Mike’s Place.
BENEDICTION: Sam Sansom led the benediction
ADJOURN:
MOTION by John Weidert, seconded by James House, ADJOURNED.
Point of Contact for these minutes is the undersigned at (479) 650-5663 or jposey10@cox.net.
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