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Arkansas Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

Council of Chapters (COC)

P.O. Box 180755

Fort Smith, Arkansas 72918
Minutes of the Arkansas MOAA Council of Chapters (COC) Meeting, Conducted Virtually via GoToMeeting (GTM), 28 January 2021
The quarterly Arkansas MOAA Council of Chapters (COC) meeting was held online via Don Berry’s GoToMeeting App on 28 Jan 21 at 1900 hours. The following is a synopsis of the meeting. 
Don Berry (CofC Pres - Central Ark Chapter) hosted the meeting on his computer.
Call to Order. (Pres Don Berry). Don called the meeting to order and welcomed those present virtually. He welcomed all & thanked them for logging in. Don asked all to enable their webcam (if they wished) & mute their mic unless or until they were going to speak. Secretary John Posey (CofC Sec - Darby Chapter) declared that a quorum was present with 20 in attendance representing all 9 MOAA Chapters. Attendees were: Roger Rickard (Darby), Don Berry (Central Ark), Winston Fulmer (CofC Past Pres - Darby), Sam Sansom (CofC Treas & Chaplain - NW Ark), Mike Benefield (River Valley), Frank Dell (NO Ark), Richard Hartness (NE Ark), James House (SE Ark), Bob Crawford (NW Ark), John McNally (Central Ark), Bill Kehler (Central Ark), John Weidert (HSV), Bob Taylor (RV), Howard Dunn (NE Ark), Anita Deason (Sen. Boozman’s office – At large), HC Varnadore (Darby), Andy Seal (BV), Keith Blackburn (NE Ark), Jesse Lewis (Darby) & John Posey (Darby).
Invocation. COC Chaplain Sam Sansom gave the invocation.
Pledge of Allegiance. Council Pres Don Berry led the Pledge of Allegiance.

President’s Remarks. (Pres Don Berry). Don invited all to tune in to the Central Ark chapter Mtg 2Feb21, 7PM as they are having a rep from NOAA as speaker. Don asked all to introduce themselves and offered his GoToMeeting account to any chapter that wanted him to host their Mtg virtually. There was discussion on virtual platforms (GTM vs Zoom). MOAA Nat’l appointed Don as a field rep to help draft the next strategic plan. Don feels MOAA needs to do a better job supporting ROTC/JROTC. Terri Coles has retired at chapter services and is being replaced by Erin Stone. Atta boy to Bob Crawford and the NWA chapter for their ROTC support program. Don stated that since 2017 he has been a registered lobbyist in the state of Ark with his clients being MOAA Ark and the Ark Veterans Coalition (AVC). Last legislative session we were successful on 13 of 13 issues and the session before we were 10 for 11. Some thoughts on membership as we know this is a challenge for all. There are only about 400 ‘chaptered’ members from the nearly 5000 MOAA Nat’l members in the state. Geography is a big challenge in many areas so maybe we could try to get these folks to be members of virtual chapters? Also maybe to use of satellite chapters could avoid us losing any more chapters?   
CODEL Update. (Anita Deason, Sen. Boozman’s Military/Veteran LNO). The Sen. is on various committees that support Veterans and had good success on legislation in 2020. They are currently working on more exposure for Ft Chaffee’s vital mission as well as the child care issue for the 188th Air Wing as they are deployed and ‘deployed-in-place’ with 24/7 combat missions. Additional focus is being placed on Veteran farmers and Arkansas has started a Veteran farmer coalition. They are still in contact with the VA’s Nat’l Cemetery Administration (NCA) on expansion of the Ft Smith Nat’l Cemetery. Work continues on assisting the massive homeless Veteran population and she outlined the COVID-19 vaccine rollout.

Minutes of the Last Meeting. (Sec John Posey). Minutes of the 16Oct20 meeting are posted on line. Sam Sansom took minutes for John Posey as he was absent due to corona virus quarantine. Don asked for questions/comments on the minutes? As there were none he called for a motion to accept.

MOTION by Richard Hartness to accept the minutes, 2nd by James House, CARRIED.      
Treasurers Report. (Sam Sansom). Our current bank balance is $1,622.72. Chapter dues to the council are $1 per chapter member and are due by 1 Mar annually. Sam discussed the Nat’l stipend to councils for virtual meeting subscription services. We did get $90 from Nat’l for 2020 which funded a 6 month subscription of GTM. Sam will ask for $150 - $200 for a full year subscription. We owe our $75 annual dues to the Ark Veterans Coalition (AVC). 

MOTION by Howard Dunn to accept the Treasurer’s Report, 2nd by Bob Taylor, CARRIED.
Secretary’s Report. (John Posey). John thanked Andy Seal for his work in updating the BV chapter’s webpage and offered to come to any chapter that would like help creating/adding content to their webpage. Page views are up on the website and everyone is reminded of the website address: www.moaa-arkansas.org. Also asked all to please pray for the health of Harlie Treat’s son.
Old Business (Pres Don Berry)
Election of Council Secretary for 2021-22. John Posey stated that he would be willing to serve another term and his reluctance in making this decision was based on the fact that he spends most of the summer out-of-state. He assured all that he could serve remotely. Don called for nominations from the floor, there were none.
MOTION by Bill Kehler to cease nominations and re-elect John Posey for council Sec, 2nd by James House, CARRIED.
Election of Council Reps to the AVC. Don stated that the previous reps were himself, Joy Leapheart and the late Dave Beranek. Bill Kehler replaced Dave and Joy resigned so with the installation of Don as new Council Pres we need to elect our AVC reps.
MOTION by Don Berry that Don Berry and Bill Kehler be re-elected as AVC reps with the third rep to be decided at a later time, 2nd by Sam Sansom, CARRIED.
Strategic Plan. Still tabled, Don will form a committee to complete a draft and send it to the council as a whole for input and asked that anyone wanting to serve on this committee contact Don or John Posey. We will still be looking at Citizenship (Flag Education), Advocacy (Legislative Engagement) & Leader Development (ROTC/JROTC) as our 3 main functions. 
Chapter Catchment Areas (MOAA Zip Codes). Don stated we need a committee to work this issue. There are several zip codes that Nat’l has associated with the wrong chapter(s). For example, HSV only has 1 zip code and the defunct Hot Springs chapter is still listed by MOAA. John Weidert (HSV Chapter Pres) stated that he is working to get the old HS chapter deleted and get their prospects. John W. stated that they have recruited the Arkadelphia area with little success to date but they have had success providing mentorship at UAPB and the Jesseville/Fountain Lake school districts. Richard Hartness (NE Ark chapter ROTC/JROTC Coordinator) said that they have several zip codes that are actually in the SE & North Ark chapter areas. Sam Sansom mentioned that the NWA chapter has a couple of zip codes in the Dar by area.      
Incorporation of the Council of Chapters. Still tabled but Don is working this issue.

Chapter Updates (Pres Don Berry)

Hot Springs Village, John Weidert. The chapter is working on recruiting Veterans to Ark. There is a website (www.explorethevillage.com) that promotes all the benefits, highlights the community and military advantages and benefits and has a video from the Governor. We are presenting MOAA medals at local JROTC’s and we sponsor 2 boys & 2 girls annually to Boys/Girls state. We will hold our annual HSV golf tournament in Oct.  

NW Ark, Bob Crawford. The chapter has awarded four $500 Veteran scholarships. 2 Lt’s were commissioned at UofA Army ROTC and 3 at the USAF ROTC. Still no in person meetings yet but we have 6 new members. This is due to our on-going communication efforts even though we can’t meet. We are sending out letters to non-dues paying members with a stamped return envelope back to the Treas. In the letters we tell all their chapter is doing & what their dues pay for. We currently have 69 chapter members. We have turned in our MOAA Communication Award submission.  

SE Ark, James House. The chapter’s numbers are very low but we are still here. No in-person meetings yet but have been staying in touch via telephone. We might take Don up on his offer of virtual meetings?
Bella Vista, Andy Seal. No in-person meeting yet but a new chapter scholarship committee is forming. The Bella Vista recycling center still isn’t taking volunteers so our fund-raising is on hold for now. We have decent membership numbers (though aging), just waiting for the pandemic to ease to get back to business.  
NE Ark, Keith Blackburn. We have held board meetings throughout the pandemic with social distancing. No chapter meetings in person just yet but will use Zoom for virtual meetings. The Oct 20 golf tournament was a success & the proceeds will help with Veteran housing. The next tournament will be in June. ROTC numbers at ASU are on the rise. Don floated the idea of a Council golf tournament or MOAA golf weekend, perhaps in NE Ark or Bella Vista or Hot Springs Village?
River Valley, Bob Taylor. No chapter meetings yet but Sec Mike Benefield is keeping everyone informed and we are planning for April to be in-person. We have had board meetings via Zoom and Mike is looking for a new meeting place once we start back. Scholarships have still been awarded and construction on the Veterans Park continues. 

NO Ark, Frank Dell. Chapter hasn’t met in-person yet and we have lots of snow! Franks stated that he hasn’t had much response to having a Zoom meeting so they are just awaiting in-person meetings again. He also stated that he is finally back from major surgery he had a year ago. 
Darby, HC Varnadore. HC introduced himself as a Darby chapter board member and newly appointed chapter rep to the council. We have had meetings with social distancing & board meetings every month. We re-elected Jesse Lewis as chapter Pres. Our endowed MOAA scholarship at UAFS has awarded again. It will annually & in perpetuity award $800-$1000 scholarships to worthy UAFS ROTC cadets. The differing amounts of awards are tied to the financial performance of the UAFS Foundation’s endowment fund any given year. Our Legislative Committee chairman John Posey was contacted by Dist 76 State Rep Cindy Crawford of Ft Smith. She is willing to draft & carry a bill in the General Assembly to exempt 100% disabled Veterans from sales tax at the point of sale. She is also on record as supporting a ‘stand your ground bill’. We will be having the CDR of the 188th Wing as an upcoming speaker and hope to recruit members from the 188th. 

Central, Don Berry. We had former TAG, retired Gen Wofford as our Christmas Dinner speaker via virtual. He is still doing work for DoD and he’s on the Gov’s Military Affairs Council. We had our board meeting in Jan and for our 2Feb21 meeting we have CMDR Doug McIntyre, Dir of the NOAA Personnel Center as our speaker. The meeting will be at 7PM via GTM (virtual) and anyone that wants to log in is welcome to contact me.
New Business (Pres Don Berry)
Virtual Meetings. Don discussed having more of these, subject-focused.
By Laws review. Don discussed doing this, especially a review annually or at least at change of President.
Past President’s Committee. Don wants to formalize this group to take advantage of their experience and expertise and for advice for the council. 

Secretariat Committee. Don wants to form this committee to assist with administrative tasks and communication throughout the council. They could possibly have subject-based virtual meetings between council meetings.
Newsletter Committee. Don wants to fire this up again.
Next Meeting
The next meeting is tentatively set to be an in-person meeting at Mike’s Place in Conway in July. More info will be sent out as pandemic restriction ease and we have more information. 

Benediction
Sam led the benediction.
Adjourn
MOTION by John Posey to adjourn, seconded by James House, ADJOURNED.
Point of Contact for these minutes is the undersigned at (479) 650-5663 or jposey10@cox.net.
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