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Arkansas Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

Council of Chapters (COC)

P.O. Box 180755

Fort Smith, Arkansas 72918
Minutes of the Arkansas MOAA Council of Chapters (COC) Meeting, Mike’s Place, 808 Front St, Conway, AR, 24 April 2021
The quarterly Arkansas MOAA Council of Chapters (COC) meeting was held on 24 Apr 21, 11:00 AM at Mike’s Place in Conway, AR. The following is a synopsis of the meeting. 
Call to Order, Cof C Pres Don Berry. Don called the meeting to order at 11:10 AM and welcomed all, glad we are all back in person again.

Invocation, CofC Chaplain Sam Sansom. COC Chaplain Sam Sansom gave the invocation.
Pledge of Allegiance. Council Pres Don Berry led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Quorum. 8 of the 9 MOAA chapters in Arkansas were represented. John Posey (CofC Sec - Darby Chapter) declared that a quorum was present with 14 in attendance. Attendees were: 
Don Berry (CofC Pres/CA)                                 Richard Hartness (NEA)   John Posey (CofC Sec/DAR)                                  Sam Sansom (CofC Treas/Chaplain/NWA)       Ed Ragelis (CA)                 Bob Crawford (NWA)
James House (SEA)                                           Andy Seal (BV)                  Harlie Treat (CofC PP)
Keith Blackburn (NEA)                                       Howard Dunn (NEA)          Bob Taylor (RV)

Mike Benefield (RV)                                           Anita Deason (Sen. Boozman’s office – At large)

President’s Remarks, Don Berry. Planning a meeting in July with Gen Atkins from MOAA Nat’l, Nabholtz may host. Don gave CofC Sec John Posey a copy of the council’s Articles of Incorporation with the Ark Sec of State’s Office for council files.
Chapter Updates.
Bella Vista (BV), Andy Seal. Thanks to NEA chapter for their golf tourney idea for fundraising we are going to plan one for mid-Aug or Veterans Day. We are also looking at a skeet & pistol shooting tourney as a fundraiser. We are engaging with the new Bentonville HS JROTC program, they starting the hiring process in Jan & it will be a USN program. Chapter membership is holding steady, we’ve had a few gains & a couple of losses. We plan to partner with the NWA chapter on ROTC mentoring program. 

NW Ark (NWA), Bob Crawford. The chapter has added 12 new members thanks to personal contact from current chapter members. 8 of these are re-engaging former chapter members, 2 from the website & 2 cold calls. The Flag education program was going good before the pandemic. Our plan is to pick it back up as soon as possible. We dedicated a new flag pole at a parochial school & talked to home school students about Flag etiquette. We had an in-person pot luck meeting outside in Springdale on 7 May 21 as the City of Fayetteville still had gathering restrictions. We are planning our Aug dinner meeting at Mermaids in Fayetteville. At the last Board meeting we gave each board member 10 chapter contacts to follow up with. Sam stated this was both a welfare check & a good way to update the contact list. Sam stated that there are 350 MOAA eligible’s on the no call list in the NWA area.
SE Ark (SEA), James House. The chapter has yet to meet since the pandemic hit but good news that the Pine Bluff Country Club is re-opening so our hope is to get our meeting venue back. Don stated that he wanted to get out to meet with chapters for their thoughts on the Strategic Plan & to see what support from the council chapters need?
NO Ark (NOA), Harlie Treat for Frank Dell. Chapter still hasn’t met in-person yet and membership is down due to the age. We are looking forward to when we can meet again. Don talked about the vast catchment area that encompasses the North Ark chapter & the membership challenges that presents. Harlie mentioned that he himself lives 50 miles from Harrison.
Darby (DAR), John Posey for Jesse Lewis. We had 55 attendees at our April dinner meeting at Hardscrabble Country Club in Ft Smith. Keith Green (Honorary chapter member – former Sec of the AMVHOF) is our new Membership Committee Chair & he had 13 guests in attendance, 4 of which joined the chapter. Our speaker was the 188th Air Wing CDR, Col Leon Dodroe & gave a very interesting talk about the base’s on-going 24/7 drone/intel mission. He also discussed that Ebbing Air Nat’l Guard base in Ft Smith is a finalist for the foreign military sales mission (F-35’s) to Singapore & this is potentially an $800 million economic impact to the greater Ft Smith area. We also presented our annual Distinguished Patriotic Achievement Award (DPAA) to Mr Elvin Frick, a 95 year old WWII Veteran of the Pacific campaign & a successful businessman & philanthropist in our area. We also had Marshall Murphy, Dir of the LR & FS Nat’l Cemeteries & Phillip Merry, Chairman of Christmas Honors (CH) speak about efforts to expand the Ft Smith Nat’l Cemetery. The Western Ark Veterans Coalition (WAVC) has partnered with CH to purchase 9.5 acres adjacent to the FSNC. They have received $50,000 in donations to date, have a commitment from Bill Hanna of Hanna Oil & Gas to host fundraisers, a commitment from a local marketing firm to promote the fundraising pro-bono & a commitment from the land owners to deed the land to WAVC/CH once $1.5 million of the $3 million purchase price has been raised. Our Board chair Billy Dooly got to speak with the Governor about the expansion efforts for a few minutes at a tourism function. The Darby MOAA UAFS ROTC Scholarship endowment is awarding $1000 scholarships each year. Our next chapter meeting will be our annual pistol shoot on 8 Jun 21 at the Crawford County Sheriff’s Dept firing range in Van Buren.   
River Valley (RV), Bob Taylor & Mike Benefield. The first in-person chapter meeting since the pandemic was last Tuesday. We are making efforts to get everyone used to in-person meetings again. We are very proud of the Veteran’s Memorial Park (Exit 81 off I-40 in Russellville) & are now focusing on finishing final detailed projects & fundraising for future maintenance. We encourage everyone to visit the park when you’re driving through our area.  

NE Ark (NEA), Keith Blackburn. Our October 2020 golf tourney fundraiser was a great success! The money will definitely help in our efforts to assist Veterans in our area. We are now able to award 3 JROTC scholarships instead of 1 plus another scholarship for a Veteran student at ASU. We are also sponsoring 2 each for Boys/Girls State plus giving money to Veterans Village in Jonesboro. We are planning another golf tournament fundraiser for 17Jun21 at Sage Meadows Golf Course in Jonesboro. We will have lunch then tee off. We stated back with in-person chapter meetings this month & the chapter has started an ROTC mentoring program for MSI students in the ASU ROTC program. The chapter now has an office in the ASU ROTC PMS’s office – the PMS is our chapter VP. Richard Hartness stated that we are continuing our awards support to the various JROTC’s in our area. 

Central Ark (CA), Don Berry. We held our first chapter meeting south of the Ark River in April as we have a larger recruiting base in that area as opposed to the Little Rock side. Earlier meetings have all been virtual & at our last one we had a speaker from NOAA which was very interesting. Other chapters as well as Gen Atkins & his staff were logged in for the meeting. Don gave an Atta boy to Richard Hartness whose picture is on MOAA’s JROTC site. The next chapter meeting will be 25May21 at an Ark Travelers baseball game. Don stated that there are 671 on the no call list in their chapter area.
Hot Springs Village (HSV), John Weidert. No report.
CODEL Update, Anita Deason, Sen. Boozman’s Military & Veteran LNO/At Large. The Sen. sponsored the Save Lives Act targeting COVID vaccinations for military/Veteran spouses. Next the Sen. will be in the state for a Teacher appreciation tour & to visit ROC/JROTC units. He recently visited St Joseph’s food bank operation. We are working “Arm the Farm”, an efforts to assist Veteran/military farmers with training and support, sometimes referred to as “dirt therapy”. The Sen. is also sponsoring Veteran/military owned businesses. Stemming Veteran suicide is always at the forefront of our efforts. Also if there aren’t enough TRICARE medial providers in your area please let me know. If you become aware of Veteran travel pay problems let me know as the VA has changed the process to online & in the middle of the pandemic this magnifies problems. There is a new VA caregiver program & the criteria might be too tight so let me know if you hear of any problems in this area. We are asking for help in stemming the number of noise complains coming from the Greenwood, AR area (Ft Chaffee training) and north Ark (USAF MOA Shirley). These are vital training areas for our military readiness and are nothing new; they have been conducting training for literally decades. We are asking for your help in engaging these communities & letting them know this is a price for freedom. In Greenwood one of the main complainers is a retired USA LTC! Today is Keith Greene’s birthday. We are still getting lots of calls on the Library of Congress Veteran History Project & need volunteers to be trained as interviewers so let me know if you have any interested.    

Treasurers Report, Sam Sansom. At the end of Mar 8 of the 9 chapters had paid their $1 per member dues to the council so thank you. As of 31 Mar 21 our current bank balance is $2327.95. We still have a troubling downward spiral regarding our yearly income verses our yearly expenses so we will need to address this at some point. We got a $180 virtual stipend from Nat’l & we allocated $500 this year for ROTC/JROTC support. We also received a $250 donation from Winston Fulmer to support this effort.
MOTION by James House to accept the Treasurer’s Report, 2nd by Richard Hartness, CARRIED.
Minutes of the Last Meeting, John Posey. Minutes of the 28 Jan 21 virtual meeting held via GoToMeeting are posted on line. Don asked for questions/comments on the minutes? As there were none he called for a motion to accept.

MOTION by Richard Hartness to accept the minutes, 2nd by Sam Sansom, CARRIED.      
Secretary’s Report, John Posey. Please tip the wait staff here at Mike’s. Let me know if you have any updates or changes to the council distro list (by laws allow 2 reps & 1 alt per chapter). Asked if everyone is getting commo traffic from the Sec (texts via ‘Remind’ & emails)? Website is starting to get spam but also some membership leads. The website had 9 page views this week with 6 unique visitors for an average of 1.1 pages viewed. Everyone is reminded of the website address: www.moaa-arkansas.org. Sam mentioned that if you are on MOAA Nat’l website their tracker will take you to our council webpage.
Committee Reports.
ROTC Mentorship, Bob Crawford. We will be firing up our program in NWA once the pandemic eases. An Atta boy is due the NEA chapter for their efforts being recognized on the MOAA newsletter. Anita also thanked them for a great military ball, 6 area JROTC’s attended as well as community leaders – very impressive. 
AVC, Don Berry. The AVC doesn’t meet while the Legislature is in session. Ark is leading on Occupational Licensing for uniform services, spouses & Veterans. The House Education Committee is taking up SB 638 dealing with Military School Children Transition & has expanded it to Guard & Reserve Military Technicians. 

Old Business, Don Berry. 
Strategic Plan. Still tabled, Don will work this with chapters.
Incorporation of the Council of Chapters. Don has completed. They say we are a 501(c)3 but we are actually a 501(c)19. Don will need to go on the Sec of State’s webpage & update the officers of the council there. Requires contact info.

Chapter Catchment Areas (MOAA Zip Codes). Don stated there are 4000 un-chaptered MOAA members in Ark. If we do our catchment areas by county we will have to get Nat’l to filter that way also. All chapters need to send Don what their counties encompass their catchment areas & he will get with chapters to de-conflict zip codes.

Chapter Rescue Events. Tabled.  

Election of the Council’s 3rd Rep to the AVC. 
MOTION by Sam Sansom to elect Brad Welch (NWA Pres) to this position, 2nd by Harlie Treat, CARRIED.
Election of Council Reps to the AVC. Don stated that the previous reps were himself, Joy Leapheart and the late Dave Beranek. Bill Kehler replaced Dave and Joy resigned so with the installation of Don as new Council Pres we need to elect our AVC reps.
MOTION by Don Berry that Don Berry and Bill Kehler be re-elected as AVC reps with the third rep to be decided at a later time, 2nd by Sam Sansom, CARRIED.
New Business, Don Berry.
Advocacy In Action. Don will host the GTM sessions & sit in. 

Tabled Items. 

Virtual Chapters. 
By Laws review. 

Past President’s Committee.  

Secretariat Committee. 
Newsletter Committee. 
Council Golf Tournament Fundraiser in Bella Vista.
Next Meeting. 31 Jul 21 at Mike’s Place.
Alibis. Sam stated that the Surviving Spouse LNO doesn’t have to be a surviving spouse. Also move-ins from out of state looking on MOAA’s website will be steered to your chapter if you have your chapter POC on MOAA’s website correct. Don gave the NWA chapter an Atta boy on winning the MOAA communication award once again. He also asked which chapters supported local JROTC programs? The chapters that do are NEA, DAR, NWA & CA. Richard Hartness is selling his WWII memoir & his next book will be about MG Campbell who started the ASU ROTC program in 1936. 
Benediction. Sam led the benediction
Adjourn.
MOTION by John Posey to adjourn, seconded by James House, ADJOURNED.
Point of Contact for these minutes is the undersigned at (479) 650-5663 or jposey10@cox.net.
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