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P.O. Box 180755

Fort Smith, Arkansas 72918
Minutes of the Arkansas MOAA Council of Chapters (COC) Meeting, 27 April 2019
  The quarterly Arkansas MOAA Council of Chapters (COC) meeting was held Mike’s Place, 808 Front St, Conway, AR on 27 April 2019 at 1100 hours. 6 of the 9 Arkansas MOAA Chapters were represented.
Call to order. President Winston Fulmer called the meeting to order and welcomed those present. Secretary John Posey verified a quorum was present. Chapters present were Darby, NW Ark, NE Ark, SE Ark, Central Ark & River Valley. Chapters absent were North Ark, Hot Springs Village & Bella Vista.
Invocation. COC Chaplain Sam Sansom gave the invocation.
Pledge of Allegiance. Winston led the Pledge of Allegiance.
President’s Remarks. Winston welcomed all & thanked Immediate Past CofC Pres Dave Beranek for his service & welcomed him back to the council. He announced that the Seven Springs Chapter had recently voted to dissolve their Chapter due to dwindling membership & that we are assisting in completing the dissolution checklist from Nat’l.
Round Robin Introductions. Winston went around the room asking all to introduce themselves and which Chapter they represented. The following is a synopsis of the meeting.
  Council Elections for 2019-2020. Winston called for nominations from the floor for CofC 2VP, there were none. Last meeting there was a motion to nominate Don Berry as 2VP that was tabled until this meeting.
MOTION was re-made by Sam Sansom to elect Don Berry as 2VP, second by Rich Burns, CARRIED.
  CofC Bylaws Amendment. John Posey presented the latest draft changes to the bylaws (they are posted to the website & a hard copy handout was provided). Buster McCall pointed out a typo for correction & adding that an invoice must be submitted to the CofC Treasurer for all reimbursable items.
MOTION was made by Dave Beranek to table a vote on the bylaws amendment until the July 2019 meeting & for the Sec to post a ‘clean’ draft version to the website, second by Buster McCall, CARRIED.
ACTION: John Posey post clean bylaws to the website.
  CofC Strategic Plan.  Winston presented the latest draft of the plan. There was discussion on the wording & how our goals could be tied more closely to our mission statement. Sam stated that he has volunteered to head up the first ever CofC Awards/LOE Committee. Buster volunteered to take a crack at the wording of our council goals.
MOTION was made by Buster McCall to table a vote on the Strategic Plan until the July 2019 meeting & for the Sec to post a ‘clean’ draft version to the website, second by James House, CARRIED.
  Chapter Reports.
  NE Ark - Rich Burns. The chapter awarded three $1000 ROTC/JROTC scholarships, one to an ROTC Cadet, one to a Veteran student & one to a JROTC Cadet. They also applied for a $5000 grant to establish an equestrian therapy assistance program to Veterans. The Craighead County Veteran Memorial Association is coordinating with the chapter. The chapter has added a new member each month so far this year & has presented 14 JROTC awards so far & working to get into Newport High School. There is a new US Navy JROTC program at Highland High School. Atta boy from the NE Ark chapter to Don Berry for all he does. Winston is to visit the chapter in Sep 2019.
  SE Ark - James House. The chapter has eleven members attending now & emphasis is on recruiting new members, had two new members last month. We have presented five JROTC awards & the upcoming UAPB commissioning ceremony. Since recruiting remains a challenge James is asking for a rescue recruiting event for the SE Ark chapter. John asked James if the chapter got this years ‘potential’ spreadsheet from Nat’l? The chapter Sec got permissions to download it but James hasn’t seen it. James can contact MOAA Nat’l & see if they will give him permissions to download it? Joy Leapheart suggested the council hold an event with the UAPB ROTC Dept in the fall of 2019? Sam suggested we apply for a $500 USAA grant for this council event?
ACTION: John coordinate a rescue event with MOAA Nat’l for the SE Ark Chapter & assist in getting James the potentials list if needed.
ACTION: Sam coordinate with John to apply for a USAA grant to support the NE Ark chapter rescue event & council meeting on 27 July 2019.
  River Valley - Joy Leapheart for Herb Taylor. The chapter donated $1000 to the Russellville Veterans Memorial Park. Joy recently spoke at a JROTC awards banquet & mentors JROTC Cadets at Russellville High School.
  Darby - Winston Fulmer for Jesse Lewis. Darby has a new chapter Pres, Jesse Lewis, COL (Ret), US Army. Had the Ft Chaffee CDR & Dep CDR as speakers in April. The 188th Air Wing remains in combat operations 24/7 with their Intel/UAV mission so our access has limited some at Ebbing Air Nat’l Guard Base. Darby’s membership is steady but not growing. Roger Rickard, CMDR (Ret), US Navy is our new ROTC/JROTC Committee Chair.
  NW Ark - Buster McCall. Buster’s wife Carrie McCall attended with him. Flag education in 2016 reached 1500 fifth graders in the chapter area! We have partnered with the American Legion & have taught 3500 kids in 2018! Cliff Moser is the chapter Flag Education Chairman & doing a great job. The chapter has a new PAO/ROTC liaison officer so will be trying to crack into the UofA ROTC Dept for mentoring. We are changing up our dinner meeting format & looking for new venues. Will hold our ‘dinner under the stars’ meeting in Jun at the Prairie Grove Battlefield. Currently have 61 chapter members.
  Central Ark - Don Berry is the new chapter Pres, Ed Ragelis is the new chapter 2VP & said Don is taking the chapter in a new & exciting direction & focus. Don mentioned their ‘never stop serving’ program where they invited state legislators who have military service to their Feb 2019 dinner & presented them with certificates of appreciation. Flag education is ongoing due to the great efforts of Jim Elmer & his wife. Catholic High School’s JROTC Dept has an outstanding track record in getting USAF Academy appointments. We had the Sec of State as speaker last meeting & meeting have been larger & less formal. Ed stated that his friend in the state of NY mentioned that deceased Veterans with no family to receive their flag are honored at High School football games & their flag displayed in the School trophy case. Thinks we should look at how to honor our deceased Veterans who have no family?
  Seven Springs - chapter dissolved so no report.
  Bella Vista - no report.
  Hot Springs Village - no report.
  North Ark - no report.
  Flag Education Program. Winston mentioned he had not yet seen the MOU between the Gov, ADE & ADVA? Sam said that training materials from ADE was distributed to the regional ADVA offices, 3000 fliers. We must pull these materials from the district ADVA offices. Dave mentioned that ADVA was able to remain its own exec Dept in the recent Gov’t reorganization. Don suggested we poll all chapters to see which ones do flag education & which ones have other VSO’s in their area doing the job?
ACTION: Don will get NW Ark chapter 10,000 pamphlets.
ACTION: Winston will get the ADVA rep in the Ft Smith area to release pamphlets to NW Ark.
  Treasurers Report: Sam Sansom reported that we have a current balance in the bank of $2,822.53 and that only the Darby chapter hasn’t paid council dues for 2019. The cost of $600 to incorporate as a 501(c)(19) VSO was approved last meeting but Sam is holding off on the IRS application for now. Don asked why not a 501(c)(3)?
MOTION was made by James House to approve the Treasurer’s report, Second by Ed Ragelis, CARRIED.
  Reading of Minutes from Last Meeting. John read the minutes from the 26 Jan 19 meeting. 
MOTION was made by Joy Leapheart to approve the Minutes as read, second by Sam Sansom, CARRIED.

  Secretary’s Report: John Posey reported that he has had kidney stones so meeting prep was brief. Asked if all chapters had gotten access to their potentials lists? LOE submission deadline is 1 May 19. MOAA will hold a Leadership Training Workshop 16-19 Nov 19 in Austin, TX. Asked all to please update him on chapter leadership changes.
  Ark Veterans Coalition (AVC) Update: Don Berry attended this year’s Storming the Hill for Winston. About 10 states opted to send their Legislative Chairs instead of Council Presidents so MOAA may be looking at holding a President’s Seminar separate from Storming the Hill? Storming issues were 3.1% military COLA since the Army missed their end strength by 6500 for FY18; SBP/DIC Offset, $5 billion across 10 years to fund, would mean ~$12,000/year to widows, Ark Congressional delegation has signed on. The Council/Chapters committee module was discussed. HSV, SE Ark, NEW Ark, BV & River Valley haven’t accessed the module in some time. All agree it is cumbersome. Storming info is available at www.moaa.org/storming. As far as AVC issues go Ark spouse licensure is a big success in 2019 as well as the Ark Children’s Education Compact.   
  Website Update: John reported that the website had 118 unique visitors & 174 page views this week.
  Old Business. 
  New Business. Joy mentioned that she has a JROTC expense to be reimbursed to her. James House has formally requested a MOAA rescue event for the SE Ark chapter due to membership down to 10 or less. He will check for a venue in Pine Bluff for the 27 July 19 meeting. Winston congratulated the NW Ark Chapter (Sam Sansom & Buster McCall) for winning yet again the MOAA Col Marvin J. Harris Communications Award for their newsletter/website!
  Next Meeting. The next meeting we will hold our council meeting on 27 July 19 in conjunction with a rescue event for the SE Ark chapter, location TBD.
  Benediction. Sam gave the benediction.
MOTION by Buster McCall to adjourn, seconded by Joy Leapheart, CARRIED.
Meeting adjourned at approximately 2:30 PM.
Point of Contact for these minutes is the undersigned at (479) 650-5663 or jposey10@cox.net.
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