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Military Officers Association of America




“Never Stop Serving”

General William O. Darby Rangers MOAA Chapter

P.O. Box 180755

Fort Smith, AR 72918 
Chapter Dinner Meeting Minutes
Tues, 11 December 2018, 1800 hours
Fianna Hills Country Club, 1 Essex Place, Ft Smith, AR
  Call to Order. President Winston Fulmer called the meeting to order and welcomed all.

  Posting of the Colors. The colors were posted by the Northside HS JROTC. 

  Pledge of Allegiance. 2VP Tollie Adkins led the pledge. 

  Invocation. Chaplain Mat Griffin led the invocation then all proceeded thru the serving line. The Southside HS Jazz Ensemble provided Christmas music during dinner.
  President’s Remarks. Winston welcomed all guests and thanked everyone for attending. He had the Jazz Ensemble introduce themselves & thanked them. He then read a letter from Gov Asa Hutchinson who couldn’t be there tonight. The Gov thanked the Chapter for its efforts on behalf of Veterans, those in uniform & their families. He welcomed our guests (Tollie’s daughter & son-in-law Trevor & Amanda Whitman, Jessi Solley from Sen. Boozman’s Ft Smith office, Phillip & Lee Merry from Christmas Honors & Pastor Don Hutchings from Evangel Temple). He thanked Phillip for the outstanding job Christmas Honors does in placing over 16,300 wreaths at the Ft Smith National Cemetery & thanked Tollie & Colleen for the Darby MOAA wreath they donated & lay each year. He then suspended regular business rules in the interest of time. 

  Sen. Boozman Update. Jessi gave the following report. The Senator Chairs a Senate Military Affairs Sub Committee. They will be monitoring the VA’s implementation of IT upgrades to be more Veteran-friendly as well as the VA’s implementation of the community care plan. The VA IG is looking into the VA’s non-payment of Veteran benefits and there will be new legislation to allow the VA to compete for the best doctors. She also mentioned the on-going Veteran History Project through the Library of Congress and that both Billy Dooly & more recently Winston Fulmer had their military histories recorded. 
  Christmas Honors. Winston asked Phillip Merry, Chairman of Christmas Honors to give the following update. Christmas Honors is proud to be “wingman” for Billy Dooly & the Western Ark Veterans Coalition & partner on acquiring land to expand the Ft Smith Nat’l Cemetery. By the year 2035 the cemetery is projected to be full especially since the LR Nat’l Cemetery is now closed to 1st interments & their overflow is being buried at Ft Smith. Marshall Murphy is Dir as both FS & LR Nat’l Cemeteries. Christmas Honors is proud to lead the charge to get more land to take us out to 100 more years of burial space. The parcel targeted for purchase has been identified & the property owners have been approached. Negotiations are on-going on the purchase price & First Western Bank has set up a separate bank account for donations – donors now specify “wreaths” or “land acquisition” for their donation. The IRS “Opportunity Zone” regulations have been published allowing donors those extra tax incentives. Christmas Honors places wreaths on over 48,000 graves sites each year. This includes over 16,300 at Ft Smith, 12,000 at Fort Gibson, 6,000 at NLR & 1,000 at Siloam Springs. Billy Dooly added that we are working on our proposal letter to the VA Cemetery Administration. 
  Chapter Elections. Winston outlined that IAW our by laws Chapter officers are elected for 1 year terms (2019) & the Board is responsible for providing the membership with a suggested nominated slate of officers (which is non-binding) for 2019. On 16 October 2018 the Chapter Board of Directors met & provide the membership the following nominated slate of officers for 2019:
	Officers:
	Nomination:
	Term 1Jan2019-31Dec2019 

(1 yr, 2019). Elections 11Dec18
	

	President


	Jesse Lewis

COL (Ret), USA
	-1VP Mike Posey resigned (moved)
	VICE: Winston Fulmer
LTC (Ret), USA

	1 VP


	Tollie Adkins

Capt (Ret), USAF
	-By rule Tollie Adkins moves to 1VP
	VICE: Mike Posey
Lt Col (Ret), USAF

	2 VP
	Jerry Oliver 

1LT (Ret), USA
	-For 1st Term
	VICE: Tollie Adkins

	Secretary
	John Posey

LTC (Ret), USA
	-For 9th Term
	VICE: John Posey

	Treasurer
	Larry Todd

CDR (Ret), USN
	-For 3rd Term
	VICE: Larry Todd


Winston called for nominations from the floor. As there were none, MOTION was made by HC Varnadore to cease nominations, seconded by Linda Butler, CARRIED. Winston then called for a voice vote & the above officers were unanimously elected for 2019.
  Winston then outlined that IAW our by laws the Chapter Board of Directors are elected for 2 year terms (2019-2020) & the Board is responsible for providing the membership with a suggested nominated slate of officers (which is non-binding) for 2019-2020. On 16 October 2018 the Chapter Board of Directors met & provide the membership the following nominated slate of Directors for 2019-2020:
	Board:
	Nomination:
	Term 1Jan19-31Dec2020 

(2 yrs 2019-2010). Elections 11Dec18
	

	Chairman

	Billy Dooly

LTC (Ret), USA
	-For a 5th Term


	VICE: Billy Dooly

	Immediate Past President
	Winston Fulmer

LTC (Ret), USA
	-By rule immediate past Pres moves to this position.
	VICE: Gary Baxter
Lt Col (Ret), USAF

	Member
	Gary Baxter

Lt Col (Ret), USAF
	-For 2nd Term
	VICE: Bill Moates
1LT (Fmr), USA

	Member
	Bill Mason

Lt Col (Ret), USAF
	-For 1st Term.
	VICE: Vacant 

(late Bruce McNeill)

	Member
	Mark Horn

Lt Col (Ret), USAF
	-For 1st Term.
	VICE: Jesse Lewis
COL (Ret), USA

	Member
	HC Varnadore

Lt Col (Ret), USAF
	-For 1st Term.
	VICE: Sam Phillips
CW4 (Ret), USA


Winston called for nominations from the floor. As there were none, MOTION was made by Fred Cousins to elect the slate of Directors by acclimation, seconded by Bill Vines, CARRIED. The above directors were unanimously elected for 2019-2020.
  Guest Speaker. Winston introduced our guest speaker, Pastor Don Hutchings, Senior Pastor at Evangel Temple Church in Ft Smith. Pastor Don gave a moving keynote address highlighting the Christmas season that was full of stories of the “little miracles” that happen in our lives every day and the large impacts they can have on peoples lives.
  Darby Distinguished Patriotic Achievement Award (DPAA). Fred Cousins, Chapter Awards Committee Chairman, announced this years DARBY DISTINGUISHED PATRIOTIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD. Fred gave an outline of what the award is & the criteria. He then read the recipient’s bio, leaving out the name & the PowerPoint presentation of the 2018 awardee began. Fred then announced that the 2018 DPAA went to Tollie Adkins, Capt (Ret), USAF (caught him by surprise)!
  Outgoing President’s Remarks. Winston Fulmer gave his outgoing remarks and passed the gavel to incoming President Jesse Lewis. 
  Incoming President’s Remarks. Jesse thanked Winston for his many years of service then he & Fred Cousins presented Winston with an engraved ceremonial gavel & plaque from the Chapter. 

  Next Meeting. President Jesse Lewis announced the following:
    -Committee Chair Planning Meeting Thurs, 10Jan19.
-Chapter Meeting Tues, 12Feb19.
He then asked Wendy Dooly to lead everyone in singing ‘Silent Night’ & ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’. Motion to adjourn was made by Billy Dooly, second by Fred Cousins, MEETING ADJOURNED.  






John B. Posey

Dist: Ea Chapter Member


JOHN B. POSEY

CF:   File



Lieutenant Colonel – USA (Ret)

Darby Ranger Chapter Secretary
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