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“Never Stop Serving”
Gen. William O. Darby Rangers MOAA Chapter (AR-12)

PO Box 180755

Ft Smith, AR 72913

Chapter Officers:

  President: Jesse Lewis, COL (Ret), USA   1VP: Tollie Adkins, Capt (Ret), USAF   2VP: Jerry Oliver, 1LT (Ret), USA   Secretary: John B. Posey, LTC (Ret), USA        

                                                                                   Treasurer: Larry Todd, CDR (Ret), USN

Chapter Board of Directors:

  Chairman: Billy Dooly, LTC (Ret), USA

  Immediate Past president: R. Winston Fulmer, LTC (Ret), USA
  Members: Gary Baxter, LT Col (Ret), USAF    Bill Mason, Lt Col (Ret), USAF    Mark Horn, Lt Col (Ret), USAF    HC Varnadore, Lt Col (Ret), USAF
Chapter Legislative Action Committee:

  Chairman: John Posey, LTC (Ret), USA    Members: Bill Vines, Maj (Ret), USAF   Jesse Lewis, COL (Ret), USA   Sam Phillips, CW4 (Ret), USA    Jerry Oliver, 1LT (Ret), USA

  The Darby Rangers MOAA Chapter was incorporated in the greater Ft Smith, AR on 26 September 2009 at the urging of then-Congressman John Boozman who was concerned that the vast number of retirees and serving officers were underrepresented in the Ft Smith area. The Chapter is an incorporated non-profit Veteran Service Organization (EIN: 27-0563325, 501c(19)) with over 80 members and a mailing list of over 200 current, retired or former officers and warrant officers of the armed forces (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, US Public Health Service (USPHS) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)). The Chapter is named in honor of General William O. Darby, the father of the US Army Rangers and a native of Ft Smith, AR. We are one of ten (10) local MOAA Chapters in Arkansas and part of a national Veteran’s Service Organization that boasts over three hundred ninety thousand (390,000) members. 
  MOAA is the nation’s largest and most influential association of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. We are a powerful force, with members from every branch of service - including active duty, National Guard, Reserve and retired - speaking for a strong national defense and representing the interests of military officers and their families at every stage of their careers. MOAA's highest priority is providing first-class service to our members. We are the leading voice on compensation and benefit matters for all members of the military community and are a top 50 lobby at our nation’s capitol. Our Chapter membership has very strong convictions regarding National Defense, Veteran’s Benefits and Rights, Caring for our Troops in Uniform and their families, returning our nation to its roots, upholding the Constitution of the United States and showing respect for our nation’s flag. Our members are by and large politically active members of their community.
  Our Chapter’s Legislative Action Committee is on the “front lines” in the struggle to get Arkansas’ tax code changed to exempt military retired pay from state income taxes as 34 other states currently do. Additionally we continue to advocate for an adequate number of Veterans homes throughout the state as well as lobbying to exempt 100% disabled Veterans from paying state sales taxes at the point of sale – as the state of Oklahoma does. 

  Our Chapter’s Flag Etiquette Training Committee teaches respect for the US Flag to all 5th graders in our Chapter’s catchment area which includes all public, private, parochial and home schools in Sebastian, Crawford, Franklin, Logan and Scott counties. Each year this committee provides training to over 2500 middle-schoolers. Their presentation includes a video, question and answer session and presenting each student with a flag etiquette brochure and a lapel sticker.  

  Our Chapter Public Affairs Committee annually presents a set of gold bars and MOAA certificates for each cadet commissioned by the University of Arkansas – Fort Smith (UAFS) ROTC Department. Additionally they attend the annual JROTC banquets of the Northside, Southside, Van Buren and Greenwood High School JROTC Departments, presenting MOAA Medals and Certificates of Americanism to the outstanding JROTC cadets. 
  In 2016 our Chapter’s Scholarship Committee endowed a MOAA ROTC Scholarship for deserving ROTC cadets at UAFS. This annual $1000 scholarship has been vested into UAFS’s foundation so it will be awarded in perpetuity.  
  And finally, our Chapter’s National Cemetery Acquisition Committee (NCAC) stands ready to assist in the procurement of land to expand the Fort Smith National Cemetery. Once a national cemetery becomes full and is closed by law it can never be re-opened which means that our local Veterans would have to be interred in far away national cemeteries. Therefore it is critical that we be prepared to partner with industry in the Fort Smith area to procure lands to expand our local national cemetery when the need arises.  

  I think you will find that MOAA stands for most (if not all) of the things that we as officers believe in. I hope that you will join MOAA National and our Chapter. MOAA’s motto is “Never Stop Serving” and the unofficial motto of our Chapter as voiced by one of our retired members is “we took care of them during our time in uniform so it’s only natural that we continue that effort in retirement by fighting for Soldier and Veteran benefits”.  

  For more information you can contact me at jessedixie@aol.com or (479) 461-0311. 







Sincerely,







Jesse Lewis






Jesse Lewis






COL (Ret), USA







President
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