11 FEBRUARY 2017 GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS UPDATE

DON BERRY, MOAA ARKANSAS GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

  On 7 February 2017 Governor Asa Hutchinson signed Arkansas House Bill (HB 1162) into law which became Act 141 of the 91st Arkansas General Assembly; exempting full uniformed services retired pay and Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuitant benefits from Arkansas State Income Taxes effective 1 January 2018. This law applies to:

· US Army (USA), US Navy (USN), US Air Force (USAF), US Marine Corps (USMC) and US Coast Guard (USCG)

· Federal reserve components of the Services

· National Guard of any state

· Commissioned regular or reserve corps of the US Public Health Service (USPHS)

· National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) commissioned officer corps

Click the Tube link below to watch the signing of the Bill into law:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXzQF3UWjXg&feature=youtu.be 
“With Governor Hutchinson at the signing are the companion bill sponsors from the House (Rep Charlene Fite) and Senate (Sen. Jane English) as well as Maj General Mark Berry, the Adjutant General of the Arkansas National Guard”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Here is the link to HB 1162:

http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2017/2017R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1162 .  SECTION THREE of the bill contains the amended language to A.C.A. 26-51-307.  

An individual claiming an exemption under 307 (e) may not claim the $6,000 exemption under 307 (a).  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  The Arkansas Veterans Coalition (AVC) continues to work on the following initiatives during this General Assembly:

· With the clearing of HB1162/SB120 so early in the session there might be time to introduce legislation to:

· Tighten the state’s support for professional licensing of members of the armed forces, Veterans within 1 year of separation and military spouses

· Work in support of a program to strengthen Veteran Owned Business Enterprise 

· Advocate on behalf of the National Guard Association of Arkansas on a tuition initiative 

