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DARBY Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)
 DISTINGUISHED PATRIOTIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

This award was created to honor deserving individuals with a military background that have also contributed in a positive way to the local community through civic/charitable means, military or government service or in business. The following is a description of the award criteria from the Darby MOAA Chapter:
The Distinguished Patriotic Achievement Award, Presented by the Darby MOAA Chapter
  An award honoring an individual with strong West-Central Arkansas ties (by birth, residence, business or career activity) who has honorably served in the US military or has had an association with the military through service, support or oversight thereof; or whose life was directly and dramatically impacted by action or actions of the US military. This award was created to annually recognize a person or persons whose life achievements; be they military, civilian or both, have been so extraordinary as to provide incentive, inspiration, protection of or well-being to society and whose actions represent the best in American morals and values as perceived by this MOAA Chapter.

  The 2015 co-recipients were:

    Mr. Harry Shipley, First Lieutenant (Former), US Army, a decorated war Veteran of WWII & former President of Shipley Baking Company in Fort Smith,

               and 
    Mr. Billy Dooly, Lieutenant Colonel (Retired), US Army, a decorated war Veteran of the Vietnam War & former President of the Fort Smith Regional Chamber of Commerce.
  The 2016 recipient was:

    Mr. R. Winston Fulmer, Lieutenant Colonel (Retired), US Army, a decorated war Veteran of the Vietnam War & retired business owner in Fort Smith.

  The 2017 recipient was: 
     John Boozman, US Senator from the State of Arkansas, raised in Fort Smith and a true friend and advocate for Veterans, the military and their families and the defense of our nation. 
  The 2018 recipient was:

      Tollie Adkins, Captain (Retired), US Air Force, raised in Harrison, AR and a decorated war Veteran of the Vietnam War Veteran, retired businessman & off-shore helicopter pilot with Phillips Petroleum Company.
  The 2019 recipient was:

      Chad Colley, Jr, Captain (Former), US Army, born in Ft Smith and raised in Georgia, a decorated Veteran of the Vietnam War, a former DAV National Commander, Outstanding Disabled Veteran of the Year, Handicapped American of the Year, 2-time Olympic Gold Medalist at the 1992 Paralympics in Albertville, France, Licensed Pilot and Licensed Real Estate Broker. All this AFTER having been wounded in combat as a triple amputee! He as awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star and Purple Heart for combat in Vietnam.  

The 2020 recipient was:

      Elvin Frick, Aviation Machinist Second Class (Former), US Navy, born in New Orleans, LA, he lied about his age and enlisted in the US Navy at 16 years of age to fight in WWII when he was actually too young and learned aviation mechanics onboard the USS Yorktown. During WWII he was stationed at Pearl Harbor and in the Philippines. Moving to Ft Smith in the 1980’s he is known as a generous philanthropist, donating significant funds to UAFS and Bost Human Development Center where the Bost/Frick building resides.   
The 2021recipient was:

      Fred Cousins, Captain (Former), US Army, born October 4th, 1936 in Independence, Missouri; his mother and father grew up on ranches near Morecroft, Wyoming. His patriotism was stoked at a very early age; as a boy watching massive waves of B-29 Super fortress bomber aircraft flying over his house in Independence, Missouri. These planes, manufactured by Boeing in Wichita, Kansas were on their way to WWII. As a child he lived in Independence, Missouri but moved to Fort Smith in the late 1940’s when his father bought Kay Chair Company in Van Buren, a manufacturer of fine upholstered home furnishings. He graduated from Fort Smith High School (now Northside High School) and Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, OK, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in architecture. As a successful businessman he spent many years as President and Plant Manager of Kenline, Incorporated, a Van Buren manufacturer of high quality upholstered living room furniture. With his architectural and artistic background as well as his woodworking skills he personally designed his own home as well as several large, precedent setting homes built in the Fort Smith area. He also designed many successful furniture groups as well as numerous dividers, platforms, room settings and specialty decorative items for manufacture/sell by his and other furniture companies. He was an industry-leading textile designer; designing two patterns that would be manufactured and marketed by major textile manufacturers in the furniture industry. 

DARBY Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

 FRED COUSINS DISTINGUISHED PATRIOTIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

On 15 April 2022 the membership of the Darby MOAA Chapter voted to rename the ‘Distinguished Patriotic Achievement Award (DPAA)’ the ‘Fred Cousins Distinguished Patriotic Achievement Award (FCDPAA)’ after our friend, the late Fred Cousins. Fred was a charter member and our only awards committee & program committee chairman. He also authored and made the DPAA the outstanding award it is today. On 9 December 2021 the chapter posthumously awarded the 2021 FCDPAA to the late Fred Cousins. Fred's wife, son and daughter attended the 9 December 2021 chapter dinner meeting and were extremely touched by the show of respect and honor the chapter showed to Fred.  

Harry Shipley (2015 co-recipient)
  Mr Shipley is a WWI Veteran who received the Bronze Star for heroism in leading his Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon & was awarded the Purple Heart for injuries sustained in a village along the Siegfried Line near Aachen, Germany. He was also awarded the Combat Infantry Badge. After rehab he attended the American Institute of Baking in Chicago, IL where he learned the baking trade. He joined his father at Shipley Baking Co in 1946 & trained in both sales & production. He held various positions from 1946 until 2000. His 54 year career in the bakery eventually landed him as President of Shipley Baking Co. He credits his military training & service with equipping him to become a CEO & during his tenure he expanded the company from a small operation to multi-state enterprise selling products in AR, OK & MO. He served multiple terms on the Board of Directors of the W. Long Company, a national baker co-op organization. He was active with the American Institute of Baking, writing several articles for publication in their national trade magazine. When the business was sold in 1996 it had approximately 350 employees & was worth over $20 million. He has been a lifelong supporter of many civic & charitable organizations including the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Boys Club & Girls Club. He is an Eagle Scout. Additionally he;

  -was Chairman of the Board of Administration of First United Methodist Church in Ft Smith
  -was Chairman of the Finance Committee & in the early 1950’s
  -was Chairman of the Building Committee that built Roebuck Chapel at the church
  -is the longest serving member of Hardscrabble Country Club
  -is the longest serving member of Ft Smith Noon Exchange Club (Charlie Ruetzel is 103 years old but joined Exchange a year after him)
  -was Exchange President in the early 1950’s
  -was a former Chairman of the Sparks Foundation Board of Directors & was instrumental in raising money for the Boreham Building at Sparks Hospital
  -was a distinguished member of the St Edward Board of Advisors
  -is a past President of the Ramsey Junior High School Booster Club
  -is a past President of the Southside High School Booster Club
  -is a former member of the Liberty Mutual Board of Directors
He has always supported efforts to protect the 188th, Ft Chaffee & the completion of I-49. He is physically fit, still drives himself, is computer literate, ushers at First United Methodist Church every Sunday, attends the symphony & community events & loves Ft Smith & the USA. He is a positive thinker & inspiration to all & if you grew up in Ft Smith you remember the wonderful smell of Holsum Bread baking late at night.
Billy Dooly (2015 co-recipient)
Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Billy Dooly served over 20 years in the US Army. He is a Vietnam Veteran who served two combat tours as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam receiving two Bronze Stars for heroism, the Distinguished Flying Cross, twenty two Air Medals with three “V” Devices for Exceptional Valor, two Meritorious Service Medals, the Master Army Aviator Badge, the Army Commendation Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the Army General Staff Badge for service at the Pentagon, the Parachutist Badge & the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. He is a National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Certified Aircraft Accident Investigator and after his stellar military career he returned to Ft Smith as General Manager of North American Foundry for 7 years & then President of the Ft Smith Regional Chamber of Commerce for 16 years, finally retiring in 2003. He has been a lifelong supporter of many civic & charitable organizations such as Ft Smith Noon Exchange & the Arkansas Dept of Parks & Tourism. Additionally he; 
  -is a Charter & Board Member of the 188th/Ft Chaffee Community Council & fought to keep JRTC at Ft Chaffee during the last round of BRAC
  -is a former Board Member of the FCRA
  -is the only remaining Board Member of the NCAC, Inc & was instrumental in the expansion of the Ft Smith National Cemetery, avoiding closure of the cemetery
  -is a past Chairman of the Ft Smith Classic professional golf tournament
  -is a Past President of the Ft Smith Noon Exchange Club
  -is a Founding & Charter Member of the Darby MOAA Chapter
  -is Chairman of the Darby MOAA Board of Directors for last 7 years – a position he still holds today
  -is Treasurer of the Western Ark Mountain Frontier (an Ark Parks & Tourism organization) – another position he still holds today
  -has served on the I-49 Commission the last 25 years & is still serving
  -is a licensed Commercial Pilot for both fixed & rotary wing aircraft
  -is a Recipient of the Mayor’s “Spirit of the Frontier” Award
  -was inducted into the Ark Hospitality Association Hall of Fame & the Ark Tourism Hall of Fame
He is very well known all over Ft Smith, the state & in DC. He is a war hero who unbelievably had an even more impressive civilian career. I can think of no one more civic-minded, patriotic, thoughtful, helpful & committed to excellence than this man. He never misses a community event honoring our local Veterans, is truly an “ambassador” for our community, state & MOAA & embodies what this award stands for. 

R. Winston Fulmer (2016 recipient)
Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Robert “Winston” Fulmer served over 20 years in the US Army. He is a Vietnam Veteran in the 25th Infantry Division receiving the Bronze Stars for heroism in combat as a Filed Artillery officer. Born April 5th, 1941 in Arkadelphia, AR. He was an honor student at Arkadelphia High School and loved playing football and music. He graduated from Ouachita Baptist University with a Bachelors degree in accounting and a Master’s Degree in Education Administration from Pepperdine University. He accepted a commission as a Second Lieutenant (US ARMY) from OBU’s ROTC program and trained as an Artillery officer at Fort Sill, OK. He had a long and distinguished career as a Field Artillery officer in the US Army serving a year on the DMZ in Korea, tours as PMS for ROTC, instructor at the Field Artillery Career Course at Fort Sill, a tour at the Thai Language School at the Presidio of Monterrey and a tour as Project Manager improving the 8 Inch Howitzer at Rock Island Arsenal in Illinois. In Vietnam he was a 105mm Howitzer Battery Commander and spent the majority of his time in the air spotting artillery rounds and air-lifting his unit for artillery raids on the enemy. After retiring from the Army he had a long, successful career owning his own insurance agency. It was said by many that this man was one of the few insurance agents whose only motivation was customer service – often referring customers to a tax attorney for estate planning rather than over-selling them on an insurance policy. He is also co-owner of a candy company. He is active in FCA, serving on the board of directors. He is a past member of the OBU Alumni Association and served on the OBU Scholarship Committee. He is a member of First Baptist Church in Ft Smith serving as a deacon, Sunday school teacher, choir member and is a member of the church personnel committee. Additionally he plays piano for the 60+ luncheon at FBC & plays piano for the Explorers Bible Study Group. He is a member of Ft Smith Noon Exchange, American Legion Post 31, three-time President of the Darby MOAA Chapter, Charter & Board member of the Darby MOAA Chapter, Chairman of the Darby MOAA Flag Etiquette Training Committee charged with teaching respect for our flag to all 5th graders in our Chapter’s catchment area with includes Ft Smith, Crawford, Sebastian, Logan & Franklin Counties. He is the 1VP of the Arkansas MOAA Council of Chapters (CofC) and will take over as state President in 2019. 

He is very well known all over Ft Smith & the state. He is a war hero who has had an impressive civilian career. He is civic-minded, patriotic, thoughtful, helpful & committed to excellence. He never misses a community event honoring our local Veterans & is truly an “ambassador” for our community, state & MOAA & embodies what this award stands for. He possesses stellar leadership, professionalism, organizational skills and work ethic & instituted a committee system that has made the Darby MOAA Chapter a relevant, functioning Veteran Service Organization that serves our Veterans, military members and their dependents and truly adds value to our local community. He is a good leader but an even better friend! 

John Boozman (2017 recipient)
United States Senator John Boozman was born December 10th, 1950 in Shreveport, Louisiana. He was raised in Fort Smith and graduated from Northside High School. He attended the University of Arkansas, where he played football for the Razorbacks. He became an optometrist in 1977 and served his fellow man and community in that capacity. He served 10 years in the US House of Representatives and was the first republican to be elected to the Senate from Arkansas since reconstruction. He has served in the US Senate for 8 years, is the senior Senator from the state of Arkansas and is the first republican in Arkansas to be popularly elected to a second term in the Senate. During his time in our nation’s capital he has been a champion for Veterans, Servicemen, their families, teachers and first responders. He has introduced legislation:
  -Expanding services for unemployed Veterans

  -Providing tax credits for teachers and administrators who work in challenging, low-income school districts

  -Providing tax credit for volunteer firefighters

  -Requiring parental notification and intervention when a minor seeks an abortion

  -Requiring alternatives to traditional foreign aid to poor sub-Saharan African countries

  -Called for a stop to federal aid to the terrorist organization Hamas

  -Honoring and preserving the historical contributions Arkansas has made to westward expansion by adding the Butterfield Overland Mail Trail to the National Trails System, Securing the home of the US Marshal’s Museum in Fort Smith and recognizing the 225th Anniversary of the US Marshals Service with the minting of a commemorative coin 

He has taken a conservative stance to preserve the family in this country by:

  -Voting against a bill that would punish employers with 15 or more employees from exercising their rights to hire or not, based on sexual orientation or gender identity 

  -Voting for a constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage

  -Introducing a constitutional amendment defining marriage as between one man and one woman

He has provided a consistent voice of common sense in congress by: 

  -Maintaining an “A” rating from the National Rifle Association

  -And being one of only 22 senators to sign a letter urging the President to withdraw the United States from the Paris Climate Change Agreement

This man is truly a “local boy who made good”. He is well known not only in this state but throughout our nation’s capitol. He has never forgotten the warriors like his own father who served and fought for this country. He is a patriot through and through and is THE reason that the Darby MOAA Chapter exists as a Veteran Service Organization today as we stood up and chartered this Chapter at his urging 10 years ago. He embodies what true leadership is.  

Tollie Adkins (2018 recipient)
Captain (Retired) Tollie Adkins was born October 29th, 1938 at home in Bruno, Arkansas to Nola Stovall Adkins (age 38) & Tollie Adkins (age 48). He quit school in the first grade at age 5 when the family moved to Harrison, Arkansas. In Harrison he delivered the ‘Grit’ and ‘Harrison Daily Times’ newspaper from age 8 to 12. Deliberate in his speech but very smart he graduated from Harrison High School in 1956 with an ASVAB score in the 99th percentile. He played football, was in the band & was President of the Presbyterian Youth Fellowship. He graduated from the University of Arkansas with a degree in business management & was accepted into graduate school but went to work for Phillips Petroleum as a Plastics Engineer. 

He began his military career by enlisting in the Arkansas Army National Guard at age 16 – so he could get more playing time on the football team as the coach was the First Sergeant of the local National Guard unit. He graduated from Basic Training at Ft Chaffee in 1956. His Guard unit was activated for disaster relief for the Great Crooked Creek Flood in Harrison and because he knew the town inside & out from delivering papers he was in a small fishing boat with an outboard motor and heroically helped rescue citizens from the flood. Recognizing his leadership qualities his commander recommended him for Officer Candidate School at Fort Sill, Oklahoma & he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant (US Army Reserve) & trained as an Antiaircraft Artillery Officer at Fort Bliss, Texas. He graduated from Fixed Wing flight school at Fort Rucker, Alabama in 1963 & Rotary Wing Flight School at Fort Walters, Texas. He is a decorated Vietnam War Veteran as a helicopter pilot flying UH-1 Alpha, Bravo, Charlie & Delta model Huey’s as well as Cobra Attack Helicopters for the 188th Assault Helicopter Company, 145th Combat Aviation Brigade of the 1st Aviation Brigade, Republic of Vietnam. He was awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Distinguished Flying Cross, eight Air Medals, National Defense Service Medal & Vietnam Service Medal. After his active duty tour for combat duty in Vietnam he had a varied military career that spanned multiple services culminating in his retirement from the US Air Force as a Captain with 44 years of total military service! He spent 17 years total in the Army National Guard & 27 years in the Air National Guard & US Air Force Reserve flying UH-1 Huey & OH-1 Raven helicopters as well as O-1A Birddog & De Havilland Beaver fixed wing aircraft. He was also a Bomb Tech on an F4 Phantom crew as a Sergeant. 

During his civilian career with Phillips Petroleum in Bartlesville, Oklahoma he was the first Vietnam Veteran elected Commander of American Legion Post 105 in 1968 & was instrumental in acquiring their building in downtown Bartlesville. He served overseas for Phillips Petroleum with 4 years in the North Sea in Norway & then for 6 years in the Philippines working in the South China Sea exploration. He flew crews 400 miles from Manila to Palawan, Philippines to drilling rigs in the South China Sea. While in the Philippines he was a member of the only overseas Elks Club. He retired from Phillips Petroleum after 23 years and moved to Fort Smith where he was an investment broker for 12 years, the last few with AG Edwards. 

He is a member of the Military Order of the Purple Heart, Distinguished Flying Cross Society, Vietnam Helicopter Pilot’s Association, Disabled American Veterans, Arkansas Air Aviation Association, Aircraft Owners & Pilot’s Association, Ye Anciente & Secret Order of Quiet Birdmen, Elks Lodge 341, American Legion Post 31 in Fort Smith as well as Post 105 in Bartlesville & is currently Second Vice President of the Darby MOAA Chapter & a member of its Board of Directors. 
This individual distinguished himself on 12 Sep 1966 while piloting a UH-1D helicopter evacuating casualties for the 25th Infantry Division near Cu Chi, Republic of Vietnam. On the final mission & having to fly a non-tactical approach underneath a supporting artillery barrage bullets ripped through the cockpit, fuselage & main rotor blades of the aircraft. Feeling a sharp pain in his leg he knew he had been wounded & glancing across the cockpit as he fought to regain control of the ship he saw that his co-pilot was in convulsions from mortal wounds to his neck & head. Struggling to counteract the pressure his dying co-pilot was exerting on the controls & with the radios & intercom knocked out by enemy fire he yelled instructions to his crew directing them to hold the co-pilot off the controls & apply pressure to his wounds to stem the flow of blood. With massive vibrations & feedback in the controls of the crippled ship & a painful bullet wound in his leg he expertly executed a running landing on the Cu Chi airstrip. His courageous actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service & reflect great credit upon himself, his unit & the United States Army. Given under my hand this 6th day of August, 1967 by direction of the President of the United States under provisions of the Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926, the Distinguished Flying Cross is awarded. Signed James D. Kidder, Colonel, Infantry, Chief of Staff, Headquarters, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO San Francisco, California. 
This is a quiet man who is beloved by all who know him. He is a war hero but you would never know it and has had an impressive civilian career as well. He is civic-minded, patriotic, brave, thoughtful, helpful & kind. He never misses a community event honoring our local Veterans & embodies what we stand for as MOAA members. He is ‘the salt of the earth’ & the kind of friend everyone wishes they could have.  

Chad Colley, Jr (2019 recipient)
Born May 13, 1944 in Ft Smith; his mother from Oklahoma & his father from Arkansas.  His was from a patriotic family – his father serving in World War II, Korean & Vietnam – being awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze Star & Silver Star. As a child in a military family he lived in Germany, Japan, Georgia & Kansas. During the summers he visited family in Arkansas but he graduated high school in Columbus, Georgia. He attended a military school, North Georgia College, which is now the University of North Georgia, majoring in math & physics. He also played football, ran track & was a member of the Sigma Theta fraternity.

Immediately after graduation in 1966 he enlisted in the 101st Airborne Division. The next year he married Betty Ann Putnam, a native of Georgia & they had 2 children. 

He arrived in Vietnam in November of 1967 & was an Infantry Platoon leader based 50 miles from Saigon. Within 6 months he was promoted to Company Commander. In late July 1968, during his eighth month in country a mine detonated during an attack on a Vietnamese position. The blast knocked him unconscious briefly and mangled both of his legs and left arm. In the hospital, his legs were amputated above the knee and his left arm below the elbow. Despite the severity of his wounds he said he has suffered no psychological trauma & was quoted in the early 2000’s as saying “I had to get on with it, plain & simple”. Upon his release from the military at the rank of Captain he had been awarded the Silver Star, Purple Heart & Infantryman’s Badge. After leaving Vietnam he settled near family in Barling, Arkansas & in 1970 he accompanied Governor Winthrop Rockefeller, Lt Governor Maurice Lee “Footsie” Britt & Medal of Honor recipient Nick Daniel Bacon to the steps of the Arkansas state capitol for the groundbreaking of a Medal of Honor memorial. One of the very few unsuccessful ventures this man ever made in his life was a bid for a state representative seat in 1970 - proving he had too much integrity for politics. 

In 1970 he was named the Outstanding Disabled Veteran of the Year & accepted the award in Los Angeles, California. That same year he began a career in real estate, earned his pilot’s license, bought his own airplane & took up skiing – wow, exhausting just reading his endeavors. 

In the 1980’s he was nationally recognized for his efforts on behalf of Veterans & making public facilities accessible for disabled Americans. In 1981, while a member of DAV National Amputee Chapter 76 in New York & serving as the Vice Commander for the DAV of Arkansas he was awarded the National Medal of Honor from the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 

From 1984 to 1985 he served as National Commander of the DAV in Washington, D.C & in 1986 was named the Handicapped American of the Year by the President’s Committee on Empowerment of the Handicapped.  

He won 2 gold medals – in the downhill & slalom - at the 1992 Paralympics in Albertville, France & was recognized by President Ronald Reagan for his efforts on behalf of Americans with disabilities.

In the 1990’s he worked for the Arkansas Republican Executive Committee & for the George H.W. Bush & Bob Dole presidential campaigns. He was a speaker at the 1996 Republican National Convention in San Diego & also worked as a director for local government projects. 

As he continued to advocate for Veterans & Americans with disabilities he received the Unsung Hero Award from the Louis Pope LIFE Foundation in 1997. This man has served on the National Council on Disability & the DAV’s Committee for the National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic which has involved several hundred Veterans traveling to Colorado to ski. 

In 2003 he retired & began spending time between his homes in Barling & New Smyrna Beach, Florida. In 2010 he was the recipient of the University of North Georgia’s Ralph C. Colley Spirit of North Georgia Award which honors those who have experienced adverse circumstances but nevertheless lived exemplary lives. In 2013 a Wilderness Park in Crawford County was named after him & has a street in Fort Smith named after him. In 2014 he appeared in the documentary series ‘Unbroken Soldiers’ produced by the DAV. 

This man is a Vietnam War hero, a pilot, a businessman, an advocate for those with disabilities & a Baptist who teaches Bible study classes. He is beloved by all who know him, is civic-minded, patriotic, brave, thoughtful, helpful & kind. He never misses a community event honoring our local Veterans & embodies what we stand for as MOAA members. He is ‘the salt of the earth’ & the kind of friend everyone wishes they could have. 
Elvin Frick (2020 recipient)
The September day before an interview with Elvin Frick, the stock markets fell like the French in 1940. The Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped more than 300 points.
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“It’s a good thing this is a single story house. I would have jumped out of the window yesterday,” Frick said with a laugh.

Frick is 82, although the U.S. Navy believes him to be 83.

And that’s not the Navy’s fault.

Not only did the 16-year-old Frick lie about his age and falsify documents to enlist in September 1942, but he convinced his mother that the Navy was accepting boys of his age.

“There was no way I was going to just sit there in New Orleans and watch all my friends go to war,” Frick said.

Although retiring and now living in Fort Smith, Frick was just 16 when he left New Orleans to become an aviation machinist in the Navy. The city kid who never worked on anything mechanical and nary touched a tool designed for mechanical work was shipped to Corpus Christi, Texas, to learn all aspects of the pull-apart and put-together of the radial-cooled airplane engine.

“But I promise you, after that year, I was pretty good on knowing those engines,” Frick said.

During World War II, Frick was stationed in Pearl Harbor, San Diego and at two bases in the Philippines.

It was in the Pacific where Frick admits to earning an education from “the country boys” who grew up on farms, away from the conveniences of cities.

“They were raised 30 or 40 miles from a town. You didn’t just run into town and buy something new. If something broke, you fixed it. And those (country) boys taught me that; they taught me that I had to fix it,” Frick said.

The war proved to be less dangerous than the ride back after war’s end. In May 1946, Frick was returning via a small troop ship — The USS John Land — to San Francisco. The ship, which Frick said didn’t have enough ballast to balance it secure in the water, hit a bad storm.

“That boat was all over that water. I thought many times we were surely going under. And no lie, I prayed for three days straight.”

With the war over, Frick completed high school.

After being laid off by Western Electric Co. (then a subsidiary of the first incarnation of AT&T) in 1949, Frick was hired in 1950 as an agent for the Life Insurance Company of Georgia.

Fort Smith was home for his last job with the company. It was there he suffered the pain of his first wife’s death in 1987, and discovered the joy in marrying a widowed Sally Baum in 1989. Together, they have 8 children, 17 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.

Sally is charming and graciously modest. She humbly carries her direct ties to Arkansas business royalty that is the Walton, Walker and Baum families. Her father, Charlie Baum, was one of the early partners with Sam Walton, Bud Walton and Willard Walker in a small retail enterprise now spanning the globe from its Bentonville base. (Baum Stadium at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, one of the top 10 premiere college baseball fields in the U.S., gained such prestige through the financial generosity of Charlie Baum.)

Elvin Frick, the young man who left a river city in 1942, retired in 1990 and chose another river city, Fort Smith, to be his home.

He preaches a simple message: “Understand finances!”

“I don’t care whether you make $7 or $70 an hour, everyone needs a disciplined way of saving money,” Frick said.

For Frick, the lesson in life and finances is very much akin to the story about a boat that almost didn’t return him home from the war: Without enough ballast (discipline in work ethic and finances), life will toss you all over the water.

Fred Cousins (2021)

Born October 4th, 1936 in Independence, Missouri; his mother and father grew up on ranches near Morecroft, Wyoming. His patriotism was stoked at a very early age; as a boy watching massive waves of B-29 Super fortress bomber aircraft flying over his house in Independence, Missouri. These planes, manufactured by Boeing in Wichita, Kansas were on their way to WWII. As a child he lived in Independence, Missouri but moved to Fort Smith in the late 1940’s when his father bought Kay Chair Company in Van Buren, a manufacturer of fine upholstered home furnishings. He graduated from Fort Smith High School (now Northside High School) and Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, OK, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in architecture.  

He was an ROTC cadet at Oklahoma State and was commissioned a 2LT in the US Army. He achieved the rank of Captain and served on active military duty in the US Army Reserve as a Company Commander and staff officer for the XIV Corps Augmentation Unit. He was honorably discharged in 1968 and spoke of how proud he was of his days in uniform training Soldiers for combat.

He dated his college sweetheart, Murlene Nelson from Oklahoma City and they were married on January 30th, 1960. They have two children, Craig Cousins of Fort Smith and Leigh Ann (Fuller) of Jenks, Oklahoma, six grandchildren and one great grandson. 

He dedicated many years of service to First Lutheran Church in Fort Smith and was instrumental in building and financing the First Lutheran School (K through 9th grade) on Massard Road. This school was and is ahead of its time. He volunteered as a Boy Scout Troop leader and was a coach and organizer of little league baseball. He was a talented artist and served the Fort Smith Junior League as a special committee member charged with growing and organizing arts and culture programs and organizations in the greater Fort Smith area. He was passionate about the healing power of art for disabled Veterans and supported Veteran art exhibitions and shows throughout the area. His artwork hangs in the Fort Smith Aviation Museum at the Fort Smith Municipal Airport and he presented the 188th Fighter Wing with a special numbered rendering of the first two A-10 Warthogs arriving on runway 19 at Ebbing Air National Guard Base in Fort Smith.   

As a successful businessman he spent many years as President and Plant Manager of Kenline, Incorporated, a Van Buren manufacturer of high quality upholstered living room furniture. With his architectural and artistic background as well as his woodworking skills he personally designed his own home as well as several large, precedent setting homes built in the Fort Smith area. He also designed many successful furniture groups as well as numerous dividers, platforms, room settings and specialty decorative items for manufacture/sell by his and other furniture companies. He was an industry-leading textile designer; designing two patterns that would be manufactured and marketed by major textile manufacturers in the furniture industry. 

He was the consummate family man and a true American patriot. His zeal for life included fishing for brown bass in Arkansas’ streams, skiing, water skiing, scuba diving, racquetball, hiking in the mountains, photography, video, bicycling, history and travel. He was a charter and founding member of the General William O. Darby Rangers MOAA chapter and was its first and longest serving Program and Awards Committee Chairman. 

This man was a successful businessman, an advocate for Veterans and a Christian man of character who was beloved by all who knew him. He was civic-minded, patriotic, brave, thoughtful, helpful & kind. He never missed a community event honoring our local Veterans and embodied what we stand for as MOAA members. He was ‘the salt of the earth’ and the kind of friend everyone wishes they could have. 

In 2015, as awards committee chairman he conceived, authored, developed and implemented this Darby Distinguished Patriotic Achievement Award. He passed away on 16 December 2020 in Fort Smith, Arkansas and on 15 April 2021 the Darby MOAA chapter voted to rename this award in his honor, hereafter to be known as the ‘Fred Cousins Distinguished Patriotic Achievement Award’. 

Now ladies & gentlemen please stand as we present our 2021 Fred Cousins Distinguished Patriotic Achievement Award to the late Frederic R. ‘Fred’ Cousins, Captain (Former), US Army. Accepting the award on his behalf tonight are members of his family. 

About MOAA & the Darby MOAA Chapter

  The Darby Rangers Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America was chartered on 26 September 2009 in the Ft Smith, AR area at the urging of then-US Congressman John  Boozman who had noticed how effective MOAA was at the national level. Congressman Boozman felt that with the vast number of military retirees in the area Ft Smith should have a MOAA Chapter to represent their interests. We are an incorporated non-profit 501c(19) Veteran Service Organization (VSO) with over 80 members and a mailing list of over 200 current, retired or former officers and warrant officers of the armed forces (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, US Public Health Service (USPHS) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)). We are one of ten local MOAA Chapters in Arkansas and part of a national VSO that boasts over three hundred seventy thousand (390,000) members.
  MOAA is the nation’s largest and most influential association of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. We are a powerful force, with members from every branch of service - including active duty, National Guard, Reserve and retired - speaking for a strong national defense and representing the interests of military personnel and their families at every stage of their careers. MOAA's highest priority is providing first-class service to our members. We are the leading voice on compensation and benefit matters for all members of the military community and have consistently been named a top 50 lobby at our nation’s capitol since 2010. Our Chapter membership has very strong convictions regarding National Defense, Veteran’s Benefits and Rights, Caring for our Troops in Uniform and their families, returning our nation to its roots, upholding the Constitution of the United States and displaying the proper respect for our nation’s flag and what it represents. Our members are by and large politically active members who serve their community.
Point of Contact for the Darby MOAA Chapter is:

John Posey








Lieutenant Colonel (Retired), US Army




Chapter Secretary







C (479) 650-5663






jposey10@cox.net






Chapter Mailing Address:

Darby Rangers MOAA Chapter (AR-12)

P.O. Box 180755

Ft Smith, AR 72918
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